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On April 16, the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education elected officers. 
Incumbent Paul Shultz II was sworn in for his second term and Janet Crider was 
sworn in for her first time following the April 3 election. In addition, Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent, recognized and thanked the 2017-18 officers for their 
service: Butch O’Riley as president, Paul Shultz II as vice president, Dr. LeRoy 
Fulmer as secretary and Charles Quinn as treasurer. He also recognized Andy 
Anderson for his many years of service to the board.

Waynesville High School students will 
participate in the Fine Arts in the Park event 
from 3 to 5 p.m. Saturday, April 28, in the 
Waynesville City Park.

WHS student performances will include: 
Raging Harmonies, solo singers, duets, 
theatrical skits, band performances, and an 
art display. 

The event is free and open to the public.

School Board elects officers

Pictured left to right are Paul Shultz II, president; Dr. LeRoy Fulmer, vice 
president; Butch O’Riley, secretary; Dan Deering, treasurer; and back row, 
members Mike Keeling, Charles Quinn and Janet Crider; and Wayne Bardell, 
Command Representative to the Board.

Fine Arts in the 
Park on Saturday

1st inductees to 
Wall of Leaders to 
be named May 3

The Waynesville R-VI Wall of Leaders 
was installed on April 21, 2018, on the 
wall located behind the bronze tiger at 
Waynesville High School.

Through a partnership with the 
Waynesville R-VI School District 
Foundation, the Wall of Leaders will 
recognize alumni for outstanding success 
in a field of expertise and for making 

Thayer students cheered on the fourth 
graders as they entered the library for 
MAP testing. 

Continued on page 2



comprehensive curriculum, strong 
instructional leadership and effective 
instruction, data-based decision-making 
regarding instruction and programming, 
balanced and comprehensive system 
of student assessment and access 
to educational programming and 
resources.

“This award speaks highly of how 
engaged our board members are in 
student learning,” said Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent.  

a significant contribution to their 
communities and outstanding 
Waynesville R-VI educators. Each 
plaque will include a portrait and brief 
bio. The Foundation plans to induct 
only one living individual in each 
category into the Wall of Leaders on an 
annual basis.

 “Having a plaque on the Wall 
of Leaders will be one of the most 
prestigious recognitions anyone can 
receive,” said Foundation President 
Jann Dye.

 The first three inductees will be 
recognized on May 3 during Showcase 
Waynesville Schools. Bill Ransdall 
will be named the first recipient of 
the Lifetime Achievement – Alumni 
Award and Judith Learmann will be 
named the first Outstanding Educational 
Professional. In addition, the late 
Wayne Bandy will receive the Lifetime 
Achievement – Alumni posthumously.

 To be considered for the wall, an 
individual must be nominated and 
the nomination packet must include 
a resume/biography, a short essay 
explaining why the individual deserves 
recognition and at least two letters 
of support sharing how the nominee 
demonstrates leadership, character 
and dedication to the district. From 
the nominations, an individual will be 
selected in each category by an outside 
panel.

 The inaugural Showcase Waynesville 
Schools 2018 will be held May 3 at the 
Waynesville Career Center and is being 
produced by the Waynesville R-VI 
School District Foundation. The major 
corporate sponsor for this year’s event 

at the Platinum Level is Waynesville 
Medical Plaza. Additional support 
at the Silver Level is being provided 
by OPAA! Food Management. The 
following individuals have sponsored 
tables for the evening: Hilary & 
Brandon Bales, Dr. Chris & Amanda 
Berger, Curt Cox, Janice & Ronnie 
Dye, Rick & Ginger Harne, Drs. 
Brian & Kristina Henry, Layne & 
Becky Lercher, Colin & Courtney 
Long, Butch & Becky O’Riley, Papa 
Murphy’s, Dr. Traci Pattison and 
John Smith, Piano Lessons with Lisa, 
Bill & Pat Ransdall, Security Bank 
of Pulaski Co., School of Performing 
Arts of Lebanon, Cheryl & Rick 
Vernon, Waynesville R-VI Schools and 
Cindy & Donley West.

 Showcase Waynesville Schools will 
begin at 5:30 p.m. with hors d’oeuvres, 
an art walk displaying student works 
from throughout the district and 
demonstrations of culinary arts, science 
and robotics by students, all while 
performers are playing jazz music 
during this elegant evening. 

 Performers will include the 
Waynesville Middle School Jazz 
Band, a faculty jazz combo, the 
VOICES honor choir, the Waynesville 
High School Jazz Band and Raging 
Harmonies, an a cappella group, a 
competitive dance troupe, Rhythm 
Nation dancers and a patriotic dramatic 
reading. 

 The cost of the event is $35 per 
person an d tickets are being sold 
on a first-come, first-served basis 
through Amy Ransdall-Breeden at 
WaynesvilleFoundation@gmail.

Gary Cuendet and Bob Mooney of Ozark 
Trophy and Engraving installed the Wall of 
Leaders on Saturday.

Members of the MSBA Leadership 
Development Committee evaluated the 
applications and each of the criteria 
was scored on a four-point scale. The 
applications that were selected for 
recognition earned at least 85% of the 
total points possible and did not receive 
any level one ratings.

 MSBA will officially announce the 
winners during the Leadership Summit 
on June 1-2.  

com or by calling her 573-842-2523 
and leaving a message. Due to the 
popularity of this event and the limited 
seating, tickets may not be available for 
this event. 

 DVDs of the evening performances 
will be available for sale for $10 each 
through the WCC’s Video Production 
Class. To place an order, email 
twallace@waynesville.k12.mo.us or 
call 573-842-2500 ext. 3930. 

Proceeds will be used for classroom 
grants to provide the “extras” for 
students. Since its inception, the 
foundation has raised more than 
$100,000. 

The artwork will remain on display 
and will be available for viewing during 
the district’s open house art show from 
1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, May 6, at the WCC. 

 
 

The Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education has been selected as a 
recipient of a 2018 Outstanding Board 
of Education Award in Teaching, 
Learning and Assessment.

“This is great news for our Board and 
more importantly, for our students,” 
said Paul Shultz II, president of the 
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education. 
“This means that as a board, we are 
focusing on student achievement.”

The award criteria included the 
board’s commitment to current, 

School Board to receive state MSBA award

Wall of Leaders Continued from page 1



On April 19 at Laclede Electric 
Cooperative, six of the top 10 Youth 
Tour essay contest finalists were from 
Waynesville High School. 

After presenting their essays, the 
students are awarded either an all-expenses 
paid, week-long trip to Washington, 
D.C., with 1800 students from around the 
country, or are awarded an all-expenses 
paid trip for three days to the CYLCE 
(The Cooperative Youth Conference and 
Leadership Experience) Conference in 
Jefferson City with 150 students from 
Missouri. 

CYCLE Conference winners from WHS 
were Molly Handley and James Felix. 

The Youth Tour winners going to 
Washington, D.C., are Randa Bland, Jesse 
Whittaker, Rachel Evans and Charlene 
Noble.

“This is almost unheard of to have all 
four winners of the D.C. trip be from 

Pictured are Molly Handley (junior), 
Rachel Evans (junior), Vickie Schrage 
(AP Language teacher), Jesse Whittaker 
(junior), Charlene Noble (junior), and Randa 
Bland (junior).

WHS students Rachel Evans, 
Jesse Whittaker, Charlene Noble 
and Randa Bland win a trip to 
Washington, D.C.

Vanita Gladden, the kitchen 
supervisor at Waynesville High School, 
has been named the Waynesville 
Classified Employee of the Month for 
March. 

She was surprised on April 10 when 
Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of 
personnel services, presented her with 
a certificate in front of her co-workers, 
Butch O’Riley, then president of the 
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education, 
Dan Deering, school board member, and 
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent.

One of her 
nominators said, 
“Since I was a 
student in the 
district, Vanita 
has always shown 
professionalism, 
compassion and 
integrity. She has 
the upmost pride 
in her work and it 
shows through her 
amazing leadership 
and care she takes, 
especially in 
her weekly staff 
lunches. She has 
and continues to embody what it means 
to have Tiger Pride in how she does her 
job.” 

One of her nominators said, “Vanita 
has helped to raise faculty and staff 
morale at Waynesville High School 
by offering a special staff lunch every 
Tuesday in the Tiger Store. … Faculty 
and staff look forward to Vanita’s email 
advertising what the themed lunch will 
be, and then also visiting the lunchroom 
to get their meal. Often, members of the 
faculty and staff will then eat together 
and enjoy each other’s company.”

“Mrs. Gladden is always ready to 
help and assist to make sure students 
are fed – even when they arrive a little 
late – she makes sure a meal is served to 
them,” another nominator said. 

Another one said, “Vanita is hard-
working and dedicated to her staff and 
to making sure students are well fed.  
Vanita has a positive attitude and keeps 
a smile on her face in the kitchen and 
cafeteria serving students, teachers at a 
special breakfast or lunch and making 
copies at the copy machine at 5:30 a.m. 
She is a delightful lady!”  

Gladden named Classified Employee of Month

WHS students sweep Laclede Electric Youth Tours 

the same high school, and, tonight, 
Waynesvillle did it!” said Victoria 
Schrage, WHS AP English teacher. “I 

am so very proud of my students, their 
writing accomplishments and sharing 
their essays with the community.”



The Waynesville Tiger 
Battalion Drill Team traveled 
to Louisville, Ky., April 12-15 
to compete in the U.S. Army 
Cadet Command Drill Nationals Competition. The Tiger Battalion finished in the top 
20 percent – coming in at 18th overall – at the largest drill competition ever held with 
more than 100 schools competing from around the United States.

Ben Pollman, a WHS junior, finished 3rd overall (out of more than 1000 cadets) in 
Unarmed Drill Knock Out.

“Our Armed Exhibition Team, led by Junior Ben Pollman, finished top in our region, 
as did our Armed Inspection Team, led by Senior Matt Jones posting only our second 
ever top-10 finish in any event at 9th overall,” said Col. (Ret.) Charles Williams, 
JROTC senior Army instructor. 

Cadets Liam Welch and Matt Jones finished 7th in Armed Dual Exhibition, and 
Welch finished 7th in the Armed Exhibition Soloist category.

Thayer Elementary PTO held a Carnival 
on April 6, 2018, raising more than $2800.  
Families enjoyed many games including the 
ever-popular cakewalk. There was a silent 
basket auction as well as a silent art auction 
that included one-of-a-kind works of art 
created by Thayer students with the guidance 
of Debbie Akery, art teacher. The theme 
of the carnival was Renaissance Festival 
and students were invited to create a crest 
representing the values and emblems for the 
school.  Mariana Lorenzotti’s crest (above) 
was chosen as the first place winner. 

JROTC 
places in 
top 20% in 
nation



Williams Early Childhood students have been learning about the life cycle of animals by hatching eggs and pretending to 
work at a farmers market.

The Waynesville High School Super Session was held on 
April 13 with Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praising the 
WHS staff for the following:

• Students in the foreign language department placed second 
overall in a recent competition and German students earned 1st 
place.

• Wind Ensemble, Concert Band and Combined Women’s 
Choir all earned Exemplary 1 ratings at the State Large 
Ensemble Music Contest.

• The WHS Wrestling Team won the Ozarks Conference 
championship, sent the most state qualifies ever in school 
history to state and three wrestlers earned state medals (Sean 
Sax, Gavin Sax and Michael Cassidy). ReShawna Stone was 
named All State by MBCA for basketball. Morgan Loggins was 
named All State for Softball.

• Six of the 10 Laclede Electric essay contest finalists are 
from WHS and in Victoria Schrage’s class. They will compete 
next week for an all-expense paid trip to D.C.

• The Student Government Association hosted “Dude be 
Nice” week. 

• The Fine Arts Department was recognized for their 
production of the Hunchback of Notre Dame and for 
participating in the upcoming Fine Arts in the Park from 3 to 5  
p.m. on Saturday, April 28, at the Waynesville City Park.

• Twelve core classes are nearing completion of a revision/
update of their course standards, unit plans and common 
assessments.

• The freshmen teaching staff has been working on targeting 
missing assignments.

• The Freshman Mentor Program sent more than 400 pocket 
flags to deployed soldiers. 

• WHS will have 369 students taking APR exams in May 
with a total of 591 exams being administered. 

• Successfully implemented the career-embedded medicine 
and healthcare for students who are working at internships 
at General Leonard Wood Army Community Hospital and 
experiencing a great variety of healthcare jobs.

• Two FCCLA students qualified for national competition.

WHS staff receive praise during April Super Session



Waynesville High School 
student leaders volunteered 
to attend a forum on April 
13 at Fort Leonard Wood 
in recognition of Sexual 
Assault Awareness and 
Prevention Month hosted by 
the 14th Military Police. The 
forum included speakers 
and awareness booths on 
prevention programs, such 
as child abuse, teen dating 
violence, alcohol awareness 
and organizations, such as 
the Genesis House.

Waynesville Sixth Grade Center recently celebrated the Month of the 
Military Child with a school wide mini lock-in held on Friday, April 13.   

Students chose one special event to join for 45 minutes using a ticket 
system. Students enjoyed a cup stacking competition, choice time in 
the computer lab (with approved educational sites), a dance-off in the 
gym, licensed Disney shorts in the music room and sketching in the art 
room. Students divided into two waves and groups took turns in order to 
accommodate everyone. 

Many military children wore camouflage and green to honor their 
parents. Everyone else was encouraged to “purple-up” to show their 
support. A huge thank you to Megan Webster, Tim Harrison and the 
LEAD Military Appreciation student team for organizing this fun event. 

6th grade center celebrates Month of Military Child

On April 6 Wood Elementary celebrated diversity and multiculturalism.  Teaching 
students about embracing one another and the differences of others has been an 
ongoing focus this year. The students decorated “diversity” flowers and combined 
their shared family tradition strips to form family tradition craft chains.  

Student work was used to decorate the school for the celebration. For the day of 
the celebration of multiculturalism, Wood Elementary students were encouraged to 
dress in cultural-specific clothing of their choice and were given the option to choose 
from three different cultural-themed lunches. They also participated in a multicultural 
scavenger hunt that was organized by the counselor, Shawna Brake, with the help of 
teachers and staff bringing in artifacts from various places around the world.  

“The Multicultural Celebration Day was a success and was a great way to engage 
the students in 
learning more 
about cultures 
around the 
world,” said 
Wood Principal 
Melanie Mitchell. 
“The students 
have continued to 
express a greater appreciation for different cultures and the diversity 
found within their school and their community.”

Wood celebrates multiculturalism



The Snack in a Pack Program hosted the Second Annual 
3on3 Basketball Madness tournament on March 24 with teams 
from three different divisions – middle school, high school, and 
adult – competing to become champions at Waynesville High 
School.

In the adult division, the Waynesville Custodians were 
crowned champions, while the Lions of Crocker finished in 
second place and the 3rd Chemical Brigade of Fort Leonard 
Wood finished third. In the high school division, the 3rd 
Chemical Brigade Youth team took first place on a buzzer-
beating shot in the championship game; Elite Red finished in 
second and The Ballers finished in third place. The middle 
school bracket featured a modified one-on-one tournament, 
with Ryder Schwass finishing first, Isaiah Dunham finishing 
second, and Avery Littleton and Hiromu Chemney tying for 
third.

Snack in a Pack would also like to thank the Military Police 
Basic Officer Leader Course and 14th Military Police Brigade, 
both of Fort Leonard Wood, for volunteering at the 3on3 
Basketball Madness tournament.

The tournament raised $370 for the Snack in a Pack 

3rd Chem youth team 

Middle school team

Waynesville Custodians 

Thirty 7th grade language arts students from Lashanda McColister, Cody Bansemer 
and Wannetta Moyers’ classes at Waynesville Middle School went to East Elementary to 
share their animal children’s books with the kindergarten classes and with students in 
the library on April 4.  The 7th grade students researched an animal and then created a 
children’s book about that animal. 

program. Those proceeds will help provide one pack to 74 
students over one weekend. Snack in a Pack is an AmeriCorps 
VISTA program that provides supplemental food packs to 
approximately 300 students in the Waynesville R-VI School 
District who might otherwise go hungry over weekends and 
long school breaks. Each pack costs approximately $5.00.

For more information on how to donate, volunteer, or host 
a food drive on behalf of Snack in a Pack, please contact the 
Waynesville AmeriCorps VISTA program at (573) 842-2651 or 
send an email to spack@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

3on3 tourney raises funds for Snack in a Pack



Devon Stearns, a Waynesville High School senior, has 
signed to wrestle with Missouri Valley this fall. Pictured are 
front row, Jamie Stearns, mother, Devon Stearns, Robert 
Stearns, father, and back row, Head Wrestling Coach Lucas 
Smith and Assistant Wrestling Coach John Kelley.

Emma Kersten, a Waynesville High School senior, has 
signed to play soccer for Loras College. Pictured in the 
front row are her step father Gedney Riley, Emma Kersten, 
her mother Amy Kersten, and back row, Jessica Grosvenor, 
assistant girls soccer coach; John Box, head girls soccer 
coach and Emily Spooner, assistant girls soccer coach.

Waynesville High School senior, Ethan Brown, signed on 
April 13, 2018, to further his education and play baseball 
with Missouri Valley College a NAIA school located in 
Marshall, Mo. Brown is a centerfielder and pitcher for the 
Tigers this year. He has also played third base in previous 
years. Brown currently has a 3.20 ERA in 19 innings of 
work and 25 strikeouts. Pictured are Timothy Brown, Ethan 
Brown, Peyton Brown and Michelle Brown; and back row, 
Nick Olivas, assistant baseball coach, Shayne McPherson, 
and Head Baseball Coach Scott Turner.

Ezechiel Daos, a Waynesville High School senior, signed 
with Central Methodist University for music studies on April 
16. He is joined by his mother, Analiza Daos, his father, 
Michael Doas, WHS/CMU alumnus DeSean Stokes, and his 
WHS Music Directors Cydnee Gilmore, Chelsea Handley 
and Jim Stockmann.

Kekona Asi, a recent Waynesville 
High School graduate, signed with 
Central Methodist University for 
vocal music studies. She is joined 
by CMU/WHS Alumnus DeSean 
Stokes, and WHS Vocal Director, 
Cydnee Gilmore. 



Throughout April, Waynesville AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps 
VISTA members have completed service projects, met with 
local officials and have been recognized for their service in the 
Waynesville, St. Robert, and Fort Leonard Wood communities. 
The events have showcased the partnership between the 
National Service and the three communities.

“The efforts of those in national service have been a 
tremendous asset to our school district,” said Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent. 

Col. Tracy Lanier, U.S. Army Fort Leonard Wood Garrison 
Commander thanked the AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA 
members for the service they provide to the community and 
added that they “strengthen our community partnership.” 

On April 4, AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA members 
completed service projects in Waynesville and St. Robert. The 
Waynesville team cleaned up the Waynesville Park and met 
with Waynesville Mayor Luge Hardman, who presented a 
proclamation and declared the week National Recognition for 
Service Week in Waynesville. 

“You guys do amazing things for this community,” Hardman 
said in her visit with National Service members.

The St. Robert team cleaned up the flower beds and 
lawn area of St. Robert City Hall. They also met with Dr. 
George Lauritson, mayor of St. Robert, who spoke about the 
importance of national service in the community.

“Many of the needs of our community are being met 
by AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA members. I truly 
appreciate the partnership we have with National Service,” 
Lauritson said. 

On April 2, Missouri State Representative Steve Lynch 
visited AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA members. 
While there, he spoke about the importance of service 
in our community and thanked the AmeriCorps and 
AmeriCorps VISTA members for their service in our schools 

and community. Lynch also recognized the Waynesville 
AmeriCorps Program with a Missouri House of Representatives 
Resolution for National Service Recognition Day.

On April 3, AmeriCorps VISTA members met with Col. 
Tracy Lanier, U.S. Army Fort Leonard Wood Garrison 
Commander, Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; Hilary Bales, 
assistant superintendent of personnel services; Dan Deering, 
Board of Education Member; and Partridge Elementary 
Principal Melissa Vernon. The AmeriCorps VISTA members 
discussed their plan for painting portions of the playgrounds at 
Partridge and Wood Elementaries on Fort Leonard Wood. 

In celebration of April being the Month of the Military Child, 
the painting completed on April 11 with the help of the 84th 
Chemical Battalion of Fort Leonard Wood. The battalion serves 
as the Military Partners in Education of Partridge Elementary.

To date, more than 400 AmeriCorps members have served 
throughout the Waynesville R-VI School District, serving as 
tutors and facilitating the Club TIGER Afterschool Program.  
The AmeriCorps VISTA program has had more than 300 
members serve full time for a year or as a VISTA Summer 
Associate fighting poverty in our community through programs 
such as Snack in a Pack, college and career readiness, 
resiliency, and more. There are currently 33 AmeriCorps and 14 
AmeriCorps VISTA members serving in our communities. 

“National service is such an important piece of the success 
experienced within the school district and the community. 
We are very fortunate to have so many dedicated individuals 
volunteering and serving, and it is nice to have a day that we 
can reflect on, and recognize these remarkable contributions,” 
said Todd Whalen, Director of Community Resources.

The recognition event at St. Robert.

Partridge Elementary map of states Wood Elementary map of states

Communities recognize individuals for national service

The recognition event at Waynesville.



Four members of the Missouri Future 
Business Leaders of America – Phi Beta 
Lambda Chapter from Waynesville 
Career Center recently traveled to 
Springfield, Mo., for the Missouri 
Future Business Leaders of America 
– Phi Beta Lambda State Leadership 
Conference. 

This conference featured dynamic 
workshops, innovative keynotes and 
professional networking opportunities 
with Fortune 500 companies for 
members.

New activities this year included 
LeadershipEDU, an in-depth focused 
workshop designed to help uncover 
a student’s true leadership potential, 
SpecializedEDU, a series of workshops 
on topics like discovering your passion 
and maximizing LinkedIn and a brand 
new interactive conference mobile 
application. 

“FBLA’s State Leadership 
Conference was absolutely eye opening. 
The conference gave me the opportunity 
to acquire insight and ideas from the 
future entrepreneurs and leaders of 
Missouri. I learned how to channel my 
abilities into putting groups together for 
a common goal in the leadership games 
as well. The competitions motivated 

me to continue improving on 
both educational and leadership 
aspects of my life. And I would 
absolutely encourage anyone 
to take a leap and pursue their 
interests within the organization,” 
said Zoie Francisco, a WHS 
student. 

More than 5,000 students 
and advisers came together 
for the event, with more than 
150 business education-related 
contests running during the event; 
contest topics ranged from accounting 
to website design, marketing to mobile 
application development. 

“Joining FBLA has been an enriching 
and rewarding experience in which 
I have been given the opportunity to 
travel and compete, meet new people, 
and open doors to bettering my future. 
Getting the opportunity to go to FBLA 
State Leadership Conference was 
such an awesome experience that I am 
so grateful for and I hope that future 
students utilize the opportunities FBLA 
gives them for their future careers and 
education,” said Kamryn Korth.

Waynesville Career Center brought 
home the following awards:

• 2nd Place Business Law: Zoie 

Francisco
• 6th Place Public Speaking: Zoie 

Francisco
• 3rd Place in Virtual Business 

Personal Finance: Victoria Hooker & 
Kamryn Korth

Missouri FBLA-PBL, a chartered 
member of National FBLA-PBL, is a 
registered 501(c)3. Their mission is to 
bring business and education together 
in a positive working relationship 
through innovative leadership and 
career development programs. Missouri 
FBLA-PBL membership exceeds 
15,500, making it the second largest 
state chapter of the organization in the 
nation and the second largest CTSO in 
Missouri.

WHS students place at FBLA

Caden Harlan, an eighth grader, was the winner of wireless 
headphones for perfect attendance during the fifth grading 
period at Waynesville Middle School. Pictured are Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent; Principal Michele Sumter, Caden 
Harlan and Principal’s Secretary Lawanna Rayford.

For the month of March, the Green Team at East Elementary 
partnered up with East PTO and collected plastics from their 
homes (milk jugs, plastic laundry soap containers etc.). This 
partnership earned the Green Team a $100.00 Visa Card 
from Pepsi, which the club plans to present to the PTO for 
upcoming projects. The Green Team’s advisor is Barb Smith, 
an ELL teacher at East. 
 


